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Constructed in 1903, the present Centreville 
Jail stands on the lot designated for the town jail 
when Centreville was laid out in 1792. It is the 
third jail built on this site. Designed by the 
Baltimore architectural firm of P. E. Davis and 
H. R. Davis, it was constructed by Pilchard and 
Furness. 

In plan and composition the building is relatively 
simple, and bears much in common with the late 19th 
century Court House to the east and with the large 
brick and frame dwellings found throughout the town. 
It is an excellent example of turn-of-the-century 
design, incorporating numerous details of the Beaux 
Arts and Colonial Revival style. 
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The Centreville Jail is located on the south

west corner of North Liberty Street and Broadway. 

This has been the site of the town jail since 

Centreville was laid out in 1792. The present 

building, constructed in 1908, is the third jail 

to stand on this site. 

Designed by the Baltimore architectural firm 

of F. E. Davis and H. R. Davis, this large brick 

building is comprised of a massive, 2 1/2 story 

front section that serves as the sheriff's residence 

and offices, and a smaller two story cell block 

to the rear. The front section is actually 

divided in function on a longitudinal axis, with 

the east half, facing Liberty Street, serving as 

the sheriff's residence. The offices are in the 

back or west half of the building, with separate 

entrances on the north and south wall, and 

direct access to the cell block to the rear. 

The main building is nearly square, with a 

massive slate gable-on-hip roof and a projecting 

cross gable at the north end of the front facade. 

The rear cell block is slightly lower than the 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Constructed in 1908, the present Centreville 

Jail stands on the lot designated for the town jail 

when Centreville was laid out in 1792. This building 

is the third jail built on this site. It was 

designed by F. E. Davis and H. R. Davis, a prominant 

Baltimore architectural firm, and was constructed 

by Pilchard and Furness. 

In plan and composition the building is 

relatively simple, and bears much in common with 

the late 18th century Court House to the east and 

with the large brick and frame dwellings found 

throughout the town. It is an excellent example 

of turn-of-the-century design, incorporating 

numerous details of the Beaux Arts and Colonial 

Revival styles. 
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7.1 DESCRIPTION 

front section and has a hip roof. 

The front facade, facing Liberty Street and the 

Court House green, is five bays wide. The three north 

bays project forward approximately nine inches and are 

set off by a cross gable. The entrance door with 

transom is in the center bay on the first floor, 

flanked by two 1/1 windows on each side. Five 1/1 

windows are ranged across the second floor and a three 

part Venetian window is centered in the cross gable. 

A pitched roof dormer with segmental arched 1/1 sash 

is centered above the two south bays on the hip roof. 

The brickwork is laid in stretcher bond above a 

dressed ashlar stone foundation. The window and door 

openings are trimmed with stone lintels and sills. 

The lintels are splayed with projecting keystones and 

the arched lintel of the Venetian window is molded. 

The eaves are finished with a bold dentil block 

cornice above a corbeled brick frieze course. The 

cornice and frieze course returns at the base of the 

cross gable and the cornice is carried up the gable 

eaves. 

A one story open porch with simple round columns 

and plain ballustrade is carried across the first 
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7.2 DESCRIPTION 

floor of this facade. 

The north facade, facing Broadway, clearly 

expresses the separation of interior space into three 

distinct sections. A flush brick chimney is centered 

on the east half of the wall, delineating that part 

of the building used as the sheriff's residence. 

The bay to the left of the chimney is uninterrupted * 

by windows. Immediately to the right of the chimney 

•there is a single 1/1 window on the first and second 

^loor. The rear half of the building serves as the 

sheriff's office, and for this purpose there is a 

large entrance door in the extreme west bay, with one 

small 1/1 window immediately to the left and two more 

1/1 windows further to the east. Three 1/1 windows 

aire ranged across this portion of the second story. 

The window directly above the door is downset slightly 

and has a transom above, presumably lighting ah interior 

stair. A large dormer with a three-part Venetian 

irindow is centered on the third story. A set of steps 

lead down to an exterior cellar entrance to the left 

of center. At the east end of the first floor, a 

-siarble plaaue set in the wall identifies the date of 

construction, the architect, the contractor, and the 
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7.3 DESCRIPTION 

names of the town commissioners responsible for the 

construction of the building. 

The north wall of the rear cell block projects 

approximately two feet out from the north wall of the 

main building. This section is relatively plain by 

comparison, with two barred windows on the first and 

second floor and smaller barred cellar windows in the 

foundations.. The windows are trimmed with stone sills 

and wood lintels. The brickwork is laid in stretcher 

bond with a five-course corbeled brick cornice. The 

foundation is course ashlar. 

The south facade of the main building exhibits 

the same delineation of function with an almost identical 

fenestration pattern. The east bay, to the right of 

a flush chimney, is uninterrupted by openings. There 

is a single 1/1 window on each floor immediately to 

the left of the chimney, and to the west of this 

window are three 1/1 windows and a door on the first 

floor and three 1/1 windows on the second floor. A 

large pitched roof dormer with three-part Venetian 

window is centered on the third story. A small 

one-story entrance porch protects the westernmost 

window and the door on the first floor. 
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7,4 DESCRIPTION 

The south wall of the rear cell "block projects 

-out approximately two feet from the south wall of the 

main building. It is essentially identical to the north 

vail. The rear wall of the cell block is three bays 

wide with large barred windows on the first and second 

floor and smaller barred cellar windows in the founda

tion. A bulkhead cellar entrance is located in the 

ĉenter bay of the foundation. 

The interior was not examined. 
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QA-332 Centreville Jail 
Centreville, Maryland 
Orlando Ridout V 1980 
Front facade from Southeast 
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View from North 


